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Dr. Alina Jašina-Schäfer is a post-doctoral researcher at the University of Mainz and specialises in Cultural Anthropology

and European Ethnology. Holding a PhD in Cultural Studies from University of Giessen, she has explored topics like

exclusion, belonging, horizontal citizenship, and epistemic biases. Her prior studies were at the University of Glasgow

and the Central European University in Budapest. Alina’s current project investigates labour and evolving systems of

value around human worth in migration contexts.

How do different feelings of Narva residents evoke political meaning and potential? In what ways do sentiments of

disenchantment intersect with love and hopefulness, thus offering the potential to inspire action? How do they shed light on

diverse problems, hierarchies, solidarities, and senses of belonging that form the intricate fabric of city life? This presentation

seeks to address these questions, with a specific focus on the ambiguous nature of feelings, such as boredom, resentment, and

shame. Drawing on a long-standing studies of affect and emotions, as well as ethnographic research conducted in Narva, this

presentation explores how ongoing socio-political and economic shifts mould and influence the affective dynamics and emotional

repertoires of the city's residents. It scrutinises how certain emotions are deemed unfit for the evolving realities of post-socialist

life in Estonia, while also examining their potential as catalysts for reimagining social coexistence and perceptions of space and

identity within the country.


